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A contribution to GEOSS offered by ESA — FAQ

=N

The Gateway to Global Earth Observation:
data, information and services

Understanding the Earth system is crucial to enhancing
our ability to adapt to global changes, whether they
impact on human health, safety, welfare and emironment,
to reducing disaster losses, and to achieving sustainable
development. Observations of the Earth are critical to
advancing this understanding

GEOD's goal is to quarantee access to Earth Observation
data, information and user services to all.
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The GECportal fwww.geoportal.ong) is a joint contribution fram
the Eurapean Space Agency (E5A) and the Feod and Agricul
ture Organiation of the United Nations (FAQY) to improwve the
accessibility to geespatial resources of the GEOSS, such as
satellite imagery, spatial databases and interactive maps

The GEDpartal provides an entry point o access Earth
Dbservation information and services, [t will connect 1o 2
system of existing community portals cperated by GED
members and organizations, addressing the GED Socketal
Bemefit Areas globally and providing national to regional
perspective to achieve synergy and leverage

Derived from ESA's Earth Observation Community Portal
wweLenportal.ong, the GEQportal puts the accent on remote
sensing, genspatial-static and in-situ data, infermation and
SETVICES,

Ihe GEQpartal gims at allowing 2ach and every user o reap the
benefits of the GEOSS by accessing the comprehensive, coordi
nated and sustained observations of the Earth system, i arder to
increase understanding of the state of the Earth ard enhange
prediction of the behavior of the Earth sysiem,

la that extend the GEQportal provides access to informatian
data and serviges to better understand, monitor, consande,
predict, or samply improve the management of;

Based on GEQ approved standands and follewing the Gegspatial
Partal Aeference Architecture of the Open Geospatial Consortium
(0GC) the GEQpartal provides a wariety of senices;

% Poral Services provicheg e user interfaces bar viswing,
fdisoowening and managing geospatial rmeousces and athes
tommunily paitak

# Porfrayal Services allowing the displyy and handing
of mags and cantesxt infoemation

% Interfaces o Catalogue Senvices of the GEOSS Clearinghouse,
Alivwing deiribuled calaloguee weanch in am iNEIDperahe
TManmer.
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ke GECpartal will allow the users:

% Todiscover which data, information and serdces are available in GEOSS
aceording bo the nime GED Socketal Benelit Areas (SBAS) anddor 1o a
Caunkny ar regian

# Torecene up-to-dabe irformation on major events of relevance to GEO
fhicugh the display of aleris and remobe feed

i Ta S{[PES thie GEDSS Clearinghoise fo initiate & disiribubed caialogue
saarch for specilic data sels

# Towisualize geagraphical infeermation, maps and imagery from various
sources, =, Trom diffesent GEO Socistal Benefit Aress thraugh WS
sarvices

# To hicwse teough 2 compeehersive direciony of senvices providers and
cammunity portals from GEOD Members and Fanlicipating onganizations

% Torefrisye Earth absepation sducation, rassesg and capacity buikding
resounoes and serdices of many types. E.g futonals on Earth absenation

iechnigues, dala analyss, nlerprefation, or use

% To acess indormation from GEOMETCast



Data and service praviders can maks use of the GECportal to
make their data and senvices visible to the GEOSS and its
communities, Providers can register at the GEOSS Registry and
the GECipartal will be updated based on such registration
infarmation, including supplementary information about the
pravider as considered relevant and useful to the users,

Furthermare, for praviders with portals based on GeoNetwork
open source software, the GEOportal allows newly available
resources fram these portzls 1o be harvested automatically and
o become accessible fo the wsers from the GEQportal

dased on a nsmber of open-source modules, the GEOportal has
the capability to provide users with the oplion to abiain and
customize the GEOpartal according to their specific needs, .. to
create a povtal avtomatically linking to @ particular SEA or warld
Fegion,

The GEQpartal is addressed to a wide range af users from palicy
makers and managers in the targeted sacietal benefit areas,
soentific researchers and engineers, civil society, gowernmenital
and non=governmental arganizations and intermational bodies
such as thase assisting with the implemeniation of multilateral
emviranmenial agreements. The GEQpartal i inviting users fram
developing countries to participate in the porial to enhance the
understznding of their neads in suppart to their continuous effart
o manitar and improve sociefal, emvironmenial and economica
issLes

The GECipartal operations are part of the Initial Operating
Capabilities of the GEOSS. They are under the responsibility of
the GED Secretariat, with the day-to-day operatians typically
being provided by an ceganization on behalf of the Secretariat,
E5A's GEQportal contribution includes the operations of the
ECpontzl for an initizl period fram 2007-2009, with a quality of
semvice equal to that of E5&'s pwn earth abservation user
EETYICES.

With the number of components of GEQSS growing, the amount
of resources becoming accessible throwgh the GEQpartal will
nerease, and with 11 the nuember of users and the frequency of
aCcess s expected to grow. The GEGportal open source softwane
may be taken up by GEOSS commundties to create thelr own
anriaks, kwering the entry barier in panticular for developing
countries to become pant of the GEOSS and contributing to the
establishment of an interoperable GEOSS

The GEQportal i now open to serve the GEOSS and to further
evilve taking into account the requirements of its users

TIII COiaTy of A

AVETIRE PECRTNON

I\ _‘-‘F_.,‘J-_H s

-

IN
| Hurricane isabel _

+
S e ‘""‘N'- =
\ 4 i

.- 0};;\_

.H"'\..

S | ceward |



EE Prediction is a difficult art when addressing the
complexity of Earth processes ... how do we
account for phenomena as diverse and poorly
understood as seismic fault dynamics, climate
variation, or the ecological intricacy of a wetland?
Observations are the comerstone for deciphering
nature's complexities L}

José Achache, GEQ Secretariat Director
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